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Administrator:  Richard W. Spinrad, PhD 

                           Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere 

Department:  Department of Commerce (DOC) 

 

 

 

History & Mission:  NOAA's roots date back to 1807, when the United States’ first scientific agency, the 

Survey of the Coast, was established.  The Weather Bureau was formed in 1870, and the Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries in 1871.  In 1956, the National Weather Bureau, then part of the Environmental Science 

Services Administration (ESSA), established its communications center in the Suitland Federal Center.  In 

1965, ESSA became part of the Department of Commerce, incorporating the Weather Bureau and several 

other agencies; ESSA became NOAA in 1970.  Home of NOAA headquarters since 1993, the NOAA Silver 

Spring Metro Center consists of four buildings, a science center and an auditorium.  

NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge research and high-tech instrumentation to predict changes in 

the oceanic and atmospheric environments and living marine resources, and to provide related data, 

information, and services to the public, industry, the research community, and other government agencies.  

These efforts range from warnings of severe events on short time-scales to information on climate shifts over 

decades or more.  

NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in Earth’s environment and conserve and manage 

coastal and marine resources to meet our nation’s economic, social, and environmental needs.  An 

international leader on scientific and environmental matters, NOAA envisions an informed society that uses a 

comprehensive understanding of the role of the oceans, coasts, and atmosphere in the global ecosystem to 

make the best social and economic decisions. 

 

 

 

Maryland Employees:  2,913 

1325 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

301-713-2065 

Montgomery County 

www.noaa.gov 

 

http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/


 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
 

 8/21 Page 2 

 

Divisions 

  

 

Resources 

Small Business  

NOAA Acquisition and Grants Office  

NOAA 101 

NOAA Technology Partnership Office  

 

 

Branches and Contacts 

Office of the Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator 

1325 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Richard W. Spinrad, PhD 

Under Secretary 

Richard.Spinrad@noaa.gov 

 

Benjamin Friedman 

Deputy Undersecretary for 

Operations 

202-482-4569 

benjamin.friedman@noaa.gov 

NOAA Office of Communications 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington DC, 20230 

Scott Smullen, Deputy Director 

202-482-1097 

Scott.Smullen@noaa.gov 

 

NOAA Acquisitions and Grants Office (AGO) 

1335 East-West Highway  

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

 

Jeffrey Thomas, Director 

301-713-0325 

Jeffrey.s.thomas@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

 

Small Business Office 

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and 

Information Services (NESDIS) 

  (Montgomery County) 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

(Montgomery County) 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO) 

(Montgomery County) 

National Ocean Services (NOS) 

  (Montgomery County) 

National Weather Service (NWS) 

  (Montgomery County)  

 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) 

(Montgomery County) 

Cooperative Oxford Laboratory (Talbot County) 

NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office (NCBO) 

  (Anne Arundel County) 

NOAA Satellite Operations Facility (NSOF) (Prince 

George’s County) (Prince George’s County)* 

NOAA Center for Weather and Climate Prediction 

(NCWCP)* 

*Separate Profile Available 

http://www.ago.noaa.gov/acquisition/NOAASmallBusiness/small_business.html
http://www.ago.noaa.gov/
https://www.legislative.noaa.gov/policybriefs/NOAA%20101%20021617.pdf
http://techpartnerships.noaa.gov/Home.aspx
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1325 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

 

NOAASB@noaa.gov 

 

Natalie Colbert, Small Business Officer 

301-628-1363 

Natalie.colbert@noaa.gov 

 

 

NOAA Technology Partnership Office 

1305 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

 

Kelly Wright, Director 

301-628-1009 

Kelly.wright@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

 

National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS) 

NESDIS is dedicated to providing timely access to global environmental data from satellites and other sources 

to promote, protect and enhance the Nation's economy, security, environment and quality of life. 

 

1335 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

www.nesdis.noaa.gov 

 

Dr. Stephen Volz, Assistant 

Administrator 

301-713-3578 

Stephen.m.volz@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

Office of Satellite and Product Operations (OSPO)  

Part of NESDIS, it is responsible for maintaining the comprehensive scheduling and data information for both 

Geostationary and Polar orbiting satellites along with providing products derived from the data collected by 

these satellites. The OSPO manages and directs the operation of the central ground facilities which ingest, 

process, and distribute environmental satellite data and derived products to domestic and foreign users. 

OSPO manages the Search and Rescue Satellite Aided Tracking (SARSAT), System and is responsible for 

coordinating and implementing the United States activities in the international satellite aided search and 

rescue program, COSPAS-SARSAT. 

 

4231 Suitland Road 

Suitland, Maryland 20746 

Prince George’s County 

https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/ 

 

 

Vanessa Griffin, Director 

301-817-4000 

Vanessa.l.griffin@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/
https://www.ospo.noaa.gov/


 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
 

 8/21 Page 4 

 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

NOAA Fisheries is responsible for the stewardship of the nation's ocean resources and their habitat. We 

provide vital services for the nation: productive and sustainable fisheries, safe sources of seafood, the 

recovery and conservation of protected resources, and healthy ecosystems—all backed by sound science 

and an ecosystem-based approach to management. 

 

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

www.nmfs.noaa.gov 

Janet Coit, Assistant Administrator 

301-427-800 

Jane.coit@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

 

National Ocean Service (NOS) 

Our mission is to provide science-based solutions through collaborative partnerships to address evolving 

economic, environmental, and social pressures on our ocean and coasts. 

 

1305 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

www.natice.noaa.gov/  

Nicole LeBoeuf, Acting Assistant 

Administrator 

301-713-3074 

nicole.leboeuf@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

National Weather Service (NWS) 

Our mission is to provide weather, water, and climate data, forecasts and warnings for the protection of life 

and property and enhancement of the national economy. 

 

1325 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

www.weather.gov/ 

 

Dr. Louis Uccellini, Assistant 

Administrator 

301-713-9095 

louis.uccellini@noaa.gov 

 

 

 

 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) 
NOAA Research enables better forecasts, earlier warnings for natural disasters, and a greater understanding 

of the Earth. Our role is to provide unbiased science to better manage the environment, nationally, and 

globally. 

 

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

Craig McLean, Assistant Administrator 

301-713-2458 

Craig.mclean@noaa.gov 

 

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
http://www.natice.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/
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research.noaa.gov/ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Cooperative Oxford Laboratory 
The Cooperative Oxford Laboratory brings together the combined missions and resources of the Maryland 

Department of Natural Resources, NOAA and USCG in assessing the trends and factors affecting the 

ecosystem health of Chesapeake Bay.  The laboratory, administered by NOS, and its research programs 

operate as an integrated Division of CCEHBR with research facilities in Charleston, SC and Oxford, providing 

a greater diversity of scientific expertise.  Oxford researchers collaborate with scientists nationally and 

internationally to improve the understanding of aquatic animal health and to develop ecosystem-based 

management strategies to prevent and mitigate diseases in fish and shellfish. 

 

Maryland Employees: 40 

Divisions: Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

               NOAA, National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science 

               U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

 

chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/about-us/oxford 

 

904 South Morris Street 

Oxford, Maryland 21654 

410-226-1015 

Talbot County 

chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/about-

us/oxford 

 

 

Suzanne Skelley, Director 

410-458-1588 

Suzanne.skelley@noaa.gov 

 

Steve Thur, NOAA National 

Centers for Coastal Ocean 

Science Director 

210-533-0192 

Steve.thur@noaa.gov 

 

 

Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO) 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) Office of Marine and Aviation 

Operations (OMAO) manages and operates NOAA's fleet of ships and aircraft. 

 

8403 Colesville Road 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Montgomery County 

omao.noaa.gov/ 

 

Rear Admiral Nancy Hann, 

Deputy Director 

301-713-7703 

Nancy.hann@noaa.gov 

 

 

http://research.noaa.gov/
https://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/about-us/oxford
https://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/about-us/oxford
https://chesapeakebay.noaa.gov/about-us/oxford
http://www.omao.noaa.gov/
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NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office (NCBO) 
The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office (NCBO) was established in 1992 to provide a focus for NOAA’s multiple 

capabilities and activities in the Chesapeake Bay and with the multi-state/federal partnership that comprises the 

Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP), administered by the EPA.  The main NCBO office is co-located with the CBP 

in Annapolis, and its staff coordinate and collaborate with CBP partners on a daily basis.  NOAA has been a 

federal partner of the Chesapeake Bay Program since the signing of a memorandum of agreement with EPA in 

1984.   

The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office works to help protect and restore the Chesapeake Bay through its 

programs in fisheries management, habitat restoration, coastal observations, and education, and represents 

NOAA in the Chesapeake Bay Program, a unique regional partnership that has led and directed the restoration 

of the Chesapeake Bay since 1983.  

 

Maryland Employees: 29 

 

200 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Anne Arundel County 

410-267-5660 

Website 

 

Sean Corson, Acting Director 

410-267-5646 

Sean.corson@noaa.gov  

 

 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/contact-directory/noaa-chesapeake-bay-office

